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The adoption of the Charter at the Fifth Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) summit promises to re-energise the 25-year-old grouping at a time of 

growing global uncertainties. The Charter is expected to help impart a more connected vision to the 

seven-member organisation. The Charter, and India’s decision to lead the ‘security pillar’ out of the 

seven designated pillars of the revived BIMSTEC, has given India’s regional aspirations a new orientation, 

away from the stalemated SAARC that has been unable to meet since November 2014. The new 

opportunity is also accompanied by its own set of problems. These inherent challenges were reflected in 

the time taken to finalise the Charter — one of the key factors was the Rohingya crisis that has 

weakened bilateral Bangladesh-Myanmar ties, with Dhaka seeking full repatriation of the refugees and 

Naypyidaw disinclined to respond positively to international pleas. Unlike SAARC, which is burdened by 

India-Pakistan hostilities, BIMSTEC is relatively free of sharp bilateral disagreements and promises to 

provide India with a co-operative sphere of its own. Given the complexity of domestic and geopolitical 

factors, this sphere will require sustained bilateral and group-level discussions to prevent problems such 

as the Rohingya crisis from becoming impediments to the smooth delivery of economic and security 

outcomes. India too will have to ensure equally sustained political engagement with partners such as 

Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh to prevent any domestic political spillover from affecting bilateral and 

group-level working relationships. 

With his call for a BIMSTEC Free Trade Agreement, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has outlined 

India’s vision to bolster trade connectivity in the grouping. An FTA spanning the maritime resource-rich 

members such as Myanmar and Sri Lanka could bring dramatic gains for all members. A ‘coastal shipping 

ecosystem’ and an interconnected electricity grid, in addition to the adopted Master Plan for Transport 

Connectivity, have the potential to boost intraregional trade and economic ties. Having walked away 

from mega trade blocs such as the China-led RCEP, New Delhi’s willingness to explore an FTA within the 

framework of a near-home regional grouping may provide greater accommodation for multi-party 

interests. The security- and trade-related lessons from the troubled SAARC and SAFTA experiences also 

ought to serve BIMSTEC well in the long run. Ultimately though, for the revived grouping to realise its 

trade and economic potential, India will have to take a leadership role in assuaging any apprehensions 

among the smaller members of intragroup power imbalances and strive to facilitate greater cross-

border connectivity and flow of investments by lowering barriers to the movement of people and goods. 

 

 Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation 

(BIMSTEC) (noun) – a regional organization 

comprising seven Member States lying in the 

littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal 

constituting a contiguous regional unity. This 

sub-regional organization came into being on 6 

June 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration. It 

constitutes seven Member States: five deriving 

from South Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and two from 

Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and 

Thailand. 

 assuage (verb) – relieve, alleviate, soothe, 

mitigate, tone down, appease. 

 apprehension (noun) – anxiety, worry, 

nervousness, disquiet, tension, concern, panic, 

fearfulness. 

 adoption (noun) – approval, endorsement, 

acceptance, ratification, validation. 

 charter (noun) – constitution, canon, body of 

law, system of rules. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, 

conclave. 

 growing (adjective) – increasing. 

 uncertainty (noun) – unpredictability, 

unreliability, riskiness/precariousness. 

 impart (verb) – give, provide, present. 

 connected (adjective) – related, associated, 

involved, concerned. 

 vision (noun) – concept, conception, idea, 

notion. 
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 pillar (noun) – mainstay, strength, tower of 

strength, bastion; backbone, support. 

 designated (adjective) – identified, recognized, 

classified. 

 revived (adjective) – reintroduced, re-

established, restored, relaunched. 

 aspiration (noun) – ambition, hope, goal, 

desire. 

 orientation (noun) – inclination, direction, 

intention, angle. 

 stalemated (adjective) – deadlocked, 

standstilled, checkmated. 

 accompany (verb) – occur with, appear with; 

be associated with, be connected with, be 

linked with. 

 inherent (adjective) – implicit, intrinsic, 

fundamental, basic. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate. 

 Rohingya (noun) – an ethnic Muslim minority 

group, in western Myanmar (Burma). 

 weaken (verb) – impair, undermine, 

compromise. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 ties (noun) – association, relationship, bond, 

connection. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt; ask for, 

request, appeal for. 

 repatriation (noun) – the return of 

(someone/something) to their country of 

origin. 

 refugee (noun) – displaced person, asylum 

seeker, exile, deportee, stateless person, 

émigré. 

 Naypyidaw (proper noun) – the capital city of 

Myanmar (Burma). 

 disincline (verb) – be unwilling, be reluctant, 

be averse. 

 plea (noun) – appeal, request. 

 hostility (noun) – opposition, conflict, 

resentment, enmity, aversion, antipathy. 

 relatively (adverb) – to a certain degree, to a 

certain extent, partly, partially, in some 

measure, comparatively, moderately, a little, 

somewhat. 

 free of (adjective) – unaffected by, clear of, 

without. 

 sphere (noun) – an area of activity; a field of 

activity; domain, realm. 

 of one’s own (phrase) – belongs or relates to 

oneself only. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 sustained (adjective) – continuous, constant, 

uninterrupted. 

 impediment (noun) – hindrance, obstruction, 

obstacle, barrier. 

 outcome (noun) – result, consequence, effect. 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking 

part, involvement. 

 spillover (noun) – consequence, outcome, 

repercussion (an unexpected one). 

 call (for) (noun) – demand, requirement, need. 

 outline (verb) –  indicate, give a rough idea of, 

summarize. 

 bolster (verb) – strengthen, support, make 

stronger, reinforce, buttress. 

 span (verb) – extend over, spread over, cover, 

range over, comprise, compass. 

 maritime (adjective) – of or related to the sea. 

 ecosystem (noun) – complex 

situation/environment. 

 electricity grid (noun) – an interconnected 

network for electricity delivery from producers 

to consumers. 

 Master Plan for Transport Connectivity (noun) 

– The BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport 

Connectivity envisages a seamless multimodal 

transport system across the region with 

efficient transit facilities to enhance the 

mobility of goods and people. This will 

stimulate intra-regional trade and investment 

in the region. It identifies 264 projects 

requiring an investment of $126 billion over a 

10- year horizon from 2018–2028 

 potential (noun) – possibilities, potentiality, 

prospects. 

 intra-regional (adjective) – within a region. 

 intra- (prefix) – within. 

 inter- (prefix) – between. 
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 walk away (phrasal verb) – leave, abandon, 

depart hastily from a situation in which one is 

involved. 

 bloc (noun) – alliance, association, coalition. 

 Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) (noun) – a proposed 

agreement between the member states of the 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) and its free trade agreement (FTA) 

partners. The pact aims to cover trade in goods 

and services, intellectual property, etc. 

 willingness (noun) – readiness, preparedness, 

disposition, inclination. 

 explore (verb) – look into, consider, check out 

(an option/possibility). 

 framework (noun) – structure,  system. 

 accommodation (noun) – arrangement, 

understanding, settlement, accord, 

compromise; adjustment, adaptation, 

attunement. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business). 

 South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) 

(noun) – the free trade arrangement of the 

South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC). 

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 serve (verb) – be useful, serve a purpose, meet 

requirements, suit. 

 in the long run (phrase) – eventually, in the 

end, ultimately. 

 intra-group (adjective) – between groups. 

 strive (verb) – try, attempt, make every effort. 

 facilitate (verb) –  make easy, make possible, 

clear the way for, open the door for; enable, 

assist, help. 

 cross-border (adjective) – across a border 

between two states/countries. 

 barrier (noun) – blockade, hurdle, obstacle, 

stumbling block, impediment, hindrance. 

******************************************************************************* 

Tuesday’s agreement between Assam and Meghalaya to end their boundary dispute in six of the 

12 areas, where discord persisted, is a welcome first step. The agreement signed by Assam Chief 

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and his Meghalaya counterpart Conrad Sangma, in the presence of Home 

Minister Amit Shah, also sets the stage to resolve differences in the remaining six areas. Based on a draft 

resolution of January 29 between the two States, the agreement covers Tarabari, Gizang, Hahim, 

Boklapara, Khanapara-Pillangkata and Ratacherra under the Kamrup, Kamrup (Metro) and Cachar 

districts of Assam and the West Khasi Hills, Ri-Bhoi and East Jaintia Hills districts of Meghalaya. By 

adopting a give-and-take approach, the two States have demonstrated that knotty boundary issues can 

be resolved — in this case, partially to begin with — if there is a will to arrive at an agreement. Of the 

disputed territory — a little over 36 square kilometres — the two States will get a near equal share, 

enshrining the sharing principle that might serve as a template to resolve other boundary disputes in the 

northeast. Assam, the mother State from which other States were carved out in the northeast, currently 

has boundary disputes with Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland. As the Home Minister 

underscored in Delhi, the spirit shown by Mr. Sarma and Mr. Sangma should be used in other disputes 

as well. People living in the six disputed areas should be allowed to choose where they want to live. 

While Mr. Sarma has blamed the Congress for allowing the dispute between Assam and Meghalaya to 

fester, Nandita Das, Congress MLA from the Boko seat, alleged that in three of the six “resolved 

sectors”, there was no give and take. The agreement requires delineation and demarcation by the 

Survey of India as well as parliamentary approval. 

One can only hope that the right lessons will be drawn by Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram 

and Nagaland from Tuesday’s accord to understand the other’s point of view and come to agreements. 

In July 2021, five policemen and a civilian from Assam were shot dead in violent clashes with their Mizo 

counterparts at a disputed point between Assam and Mizoram. The clash came right after a meeting 

that Mr. Shah had had with the Chief Ministers of northeast States to resolve boundary disputes. It is 

imperative that Assam and the other States locked in dispute use goodwill and the good offices of the 

Centre. Rather than entrusting security to paramilitary forces, one confidence-building measure could 
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be to deploy State police without arms wherever possible. It would be a signal that all States are 

committed to resolving their disputes peacefully. For the moment, Tuesday’s agreement is a moment to 

savour. 

 

 step by step (phrase) – gradually, in stages, by 

degrees, slowly, steadily.  

 accord (noun) – agreement, settlement, treaty, 

deal; consensus. 

 model (noun) – example, sample, template. 

 discord (noun) – dispute, disunity, 

disagreement; conflict, friction. 

 persist (verb) – continue, carry on, go on, keep 

going. 

 counterpart (noun) – someone who has the 

same job as another; equivalent, equal, fellow. 

 set the stage for (phrase) – prepare the 

circumstances for the beginning of something. 

 draft resolution (noun) – a document that 

seeks to fix the problems within the 

organisation. The draft resolution can be 

tabled after the delegates/members voted on 

amendments with which the ideas of some 

delegates on how to resolve an issue are 

proposed. 

 adopt (verb) – accept, embrace, approve, 

ratify, validate. 

 give-and-take (noun as modifier) – reciprocity, 

adaptability, collaboration, compromise, 

concession, cooperation, exchange. 

 knotty (adjective) – complex, complicated, 

intricate. 

 to begin with (phrase) – to start with, at first. 

 will (noun) – determination, firmness of 

purpose, will power, strength of character, 

resolution, resolve, single-mindedness, 

commitment, dedication, tenacity. 

 arrive at (verb) – reach a decision/conclusion; 

attain, accomplish. 

 enshrine (verb) – to enclose in, preserve, 

treasure, protect (as valuable). 

 serve (as) (verb) – act as, function as, do the 

work of. 

 template (noun) – model,  sample, example. 

 carve out (phrasal verb) – create, establish, 

take out (something with effort). 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

accentuate. 

 spirit (noun) – temperament, disposition; 

attitude, intention, state of mind. 

 fester (verb) – (of a problem) to become worse 

or more intense due to long time negligence. 

 allege (verb) – claim, assert, declare, state, 

contend, argue, charge, accuse. 

 delineation (noun) – the act of outlining exact 

position of a boundary/limit/border. 

 demarcation (noun) – an act of fixing of the 

boundary or limits. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 point of view (phrase) – opinion, view, 

thought, idea; position, perspective, viewpoint, 

standpoint, angle. 

 civilian (noun) – non-military person, ordinary 

citizen. 

 clash (noun) – confrontation, skirmish, conflict, 

fight. 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, 

crucial, critical, essential, necessary. 

 lock in (phrasal verb) – get involved in a tough 

situation. 

 goodwill (noun) – compassion; cooperation, 

collaboration, friendliness, mutual support. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 entrust (verb) – give responsibility for, assign, 

confer on, vest in. 

 paramilitary (adjective) – (of semi-militarized 

force) organized like a military force. 

 confidence-building measures/mechanisms 

(noun) – confidence-building measures (CBMs) 

are planned procedures to prevent hostilities, 

to avert escalation, to reduce military tension, 

and to build mutual trust between countries. 

 deploy (verb) – position, station, post; use, 

utilize, employ, make use of. 

 arms (noun) – weapons of war, weaponry, 

firearms, guns, artillery, armaments. 

 savour (verb) – relish, enjoy, delight. 
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